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Castle in North

Queensland

Ey H. J. Summers

ANY of us have built
castles in Spain, but a
pleasant-faced Spaniard
has come out of his

|count1v to build himself a castle

in Queensland, and he is doing it
|beside one of the most beautiful

I waterfalls in the North.

For five years he has slaved
jalone at his task, spending more

Ithan £20,000 on materials, and

i

now his work is nearing com
pletion,

His pame ? Joe Paronella, An
amazing fellow of 47, courteous, and
| Wwilh none of the swagger that the
world has pinned to his race,

To_ reach his haven we must take
A spin out from Inniafail, along the
chocolate-red roads that lead through
South Johnstone; to Mena Creek,
where the falls tumble into one of the
most natural round swimming poois
that one could imagine, in the midst
9f tropical jungle. His stuceo palace
is perched on an eminence at one side
of the falls. so close that one eould
throw, say, a Seville orange from his
baleony into the bubbling foam.

Paronella Park, he calls H: but it 15 some-

| thing more. It s & most remurgable monu.
imrr:l 0 8 mana vislen, coutage. snd indus-
try

Hi butiding s uirs-Spaniah. with its orna-
¢ mented bajconies, look-put frwers, and caspec
| piars. Every inch of 1n. even 0 ¢ # inlerio
| ®aircase ralings, i3 made of concrete, with
| roughened surface The builder has | long since
| et coont of the number of tons of cement
| M has taken, but wi| conttnue to buy for his
| Deeds. regardiess of the cosl, Nt the jasl
 siab W complete.
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The quaint castle on which Joe Paromells has already worked for five years
and spent £20.000, and which will soon be a sour:e of sttraction to tourists.
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n JV‘I L—au. r’lr y Prom the hack of his castis a
talk too much  And "'N"L'-" 1 long flight of steps leads down to the tweive
pecapse [ iry 1 acre gardens uvpon which he has & nted such
try, pronl# energy To the right, at the waters edige
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Mera Creek Falls =
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Tropical Setting
on a Waterfall

a8y I you hiug Lne bani
receding slab of rock
to, and 1f you ¢
f spray pear the edge you will
n & cavern with water dripging
fern ang lichen-c
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from Lhe
rovered rool, and s lacy tor-
renl scTeening out the sun

Heads must be bobbed Lo mis the over-!
hanging rock st the other side and the poai
somes oul again In sght of minialgre rain-

bowy that Lhe sun makes on "he mis It
s wonderful experience

There are benches and chairs for p\rnlﬂ'm
slong the creek bank All are fixtures and
made of roncrete, go thal the fMoods which
race dewn Mrmna Creek every year will oot
tear them away. This Spaniard has made bis|
castis Lo last |

Above food-lere] Lhe grounds are mttﬂ'ﬂ!l
with rustic seats—some of ¢ vOFY TAr®
ezampies of woodwork in the whoe place. A
few yards awsy afe bathing boxes mpd N
pavilion imore cohorete and Spnnish archi-
tecture), The pavilion jesds out o u clearsd|
space. which L3 _ntended {0 be s aftﬂ; ground I
n i include lennis courts, x skating rink |
und s boches gre end, for the beneftt of |
those whe are on the subiect, Loehes §5|
» fofm of Snanish bowls |

The park has been made ar asorelum with
the planitng of bunjas, cypress. bisck bean |
kaurl, “whee] of fame " Indian teak, and nther |
cholee timbars. The oatural tropleal foresl |
with ita ciinging iawyer vine, has besn clearsd:
out by hand a3 the comt of some thousindh
of pounds without the uee of a firesiick

At %he back of hlx properiy -which, inei-|
dentally, ls heid under Govornment lesse— |
thers s & collection of birde They are not
very many as ref, but the aviary (s notable
for the presence of a parrot that has gone
o strike, He was a greal favouriie and s
good talker untll he misbehaver one Itl)l
When he was punished by being sent o Lhe!
bird section he refused Lo lalk and hns pever
singe ultered a sound. Evideotiy & dird of |
his word! i

Tunnel Through a Hill |

D¢ all Parooella’s wonderiul work the ml
asiounding exampie b s cutting of & Lannel |
through a hill ip save peopis the browbis of
it to reach the oyinisture

ich he has i a tormer of ml

rden. anc which he hea nanred after his|

iithe daughter Twresa for Ternsrta, s \ht!.
have 4 in the munes) langeage of Bpain).

The tunnel, which has & richly ornamsniel
entrance s so dark that oos cannot distinguish |
the wails, tut by the light of a match it h|
poasibie o discern the aperiures where he|
proposey 10 insta] museum objscts. The fun-
oel Uke the grounds, will be 14 by slectneily,
snd when the scheme is oompieted an inde-
pengent telephone wystem will be inaailed lo|
ompect points The park Cuesis|
will then be abie lo give (eiephonic orders for)
any refreshments they may require

ﬁmu¢wgnuntu:1u¢m:ka1g
the banks of Lhe liny garden sifeam, throus
& mass of tropiea) . mcross min.atare
ridges o anciber ook-ou!, and fipally back
to ihe towsiring castie

Spa Water on Tap

lun{"ﬂ‘n_.LA produces » 1ollie of spa waler |
obtaited from a apritg. whigh jeis fml

the massive rock besid Meta Creek Palls

sars he has tasted {w-nous miners! walers a|'1

Bpsin. France, and Ikly, and ihis s wig

to thers all. He i havmng it analysed to deltr—

mune its medicina] welue, and onoe that s

established he wifl expiore s commercial pos- l

spliities. Hers s the man combinstion ar‘

Dusiness AR and drewmer.
This qubet !Fw-' whe xndm' 5 for-
ms\e on hard . dessrves pomible en- |
eEt in hn patient snierprise
;un of wil trem dayight to dark Jie behind;
bim; one more yesr Ar° 'Lﬁ work will be
-ﬂnnp.l"’ Al who Re- .
nandiwork and marged his I-T-ﬂm! will -

lahours have no other effect—iut!
they aureiy will-he nas nalled the falacy
Matl his countrymen are Indoleni  What b
moty, he har quite definitely pui Mnisfsll oo
the wurist map of Queenaland, for Parobells |
Prrk B going to he ome of the grasnd sighty
nf the Bunshine Routs. M
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